Reading Comprehension- 8th grade
Read the text and answer the following questions:
Dear Mr Landers,

I run `Snips' hairdressing shop above Mr Shah's chemist's shop at 24 High Street. I started the business 20 years ago and it is now very successful. My customers have to walk through the chemist's to the stairs at the back which lead to the hairdresser's. This has never been a problem.

Mr Shah plans to retire later this year, and I have heard from a business acquaintance that you intend to rent the shop space to a hamburger bar. I have thought about trying to rent it myself and make my shop bigger but I cannot persuade anyone to lend me that much money. I don't know what to do. My customers come to the hairdresser's to relax and the noise and smells of a burger bar will surely drive them away. Also, they won't like having to walk through a hot, smelly burger bar to reach the stairs.

I have always paid my rent on time. You have told me in the past that you wish me to continue with my business for as long as possible. I believe you own another empty shop in the High Street. Could the burger bar not go there, where it would not affect other people's businesses?

I hope you think carefully about this.
1. What is the writer's main aim in the letter?
A. to show why her business is successful

B. to explain why her customers are feeling unhappy

C. to avoid problems for her business

D. to complain about the chemist downstairs

2. Who was the letter sent to?

A. the writer's landlord

B. the owner of the burger bar

C. the local newspaper

D. the writer's bank manager

3. What does the writer think about the burger bar?

A. It will make her lose money

B. It will not be successful

C. The High Street is not the place for it

D. Other shopkeepers will complain about it too
4. Why is the writer worried about her customers?

A. They do not like eating burgers

B. They may not be allowed to use the stairs.

C. The smells will not be pleasant

D. The hairdresser's will get too crowded.
5. Which of the following is part of a reply to the letter?

A. Thank you for your letter. I am sorry your shop had to close down because of a lack of business.

B. Thank you for your letter. I understand your problem. I will ask them to look at the other shop but I can make no promises at the moment

C. Thank you for your letter asking me to rent the ground floor shop to you. I will think about it and let you know.

D.   Thank you for your letter. I am sorry that I am not able to lend you the money you ask for
           *****************************************************
Read the text and answer the following questions:
The government published a report yesterday saying that we need to eat more healthily - more fruits and vegetables, less fat and sugar. So that means fewer burgers, chips and fried food as well as cutting down on sweet things. We went into central London yesterday at lunchtime and asked people what they thought about it. "It's got nothing to do with the government what I eat," says Paul Keel, a building worker, as he eats a beef burger and chips washed down with strawberry milkshake. "I think I have a healthy diet. You see, I don't normally eat a beef burger for lunch. Normally I just have chips." Any fish? "I like cod. But I've only ever had it once." Tim Kennor, a librarian, welcomes the government advice. But he also has his own rules. "I think," he explains, eating his fried chicken and chips, "it's important to eat a variety of food." We then asked Dorothy Matthews, aged 74. "I don't think it's the government's business to tell us what to eat." We went into Simpson's Restaurant and asked the manager if people changed what they were eating. "I don't think people believe all these reports anymore. What they say is good for you in June, they say is bad for you in July. People have stopped taking notice. We serve what we've always served. Almost all of it is fattening."
1. What is the writer trying to explain in the text?
A. what people think

B. his own opinion

C. the government report

D. the popularity of certain foods
2. What can the reader learn from the text?
A. what the government is going to do

B. which meals are the healthiest

C. whether the advice will be followed

D. what kind of people like beef burgers
3. What is Paul Klee's opinion?

A. The government advice is wrong

B. Fish isn't good for you.

C. He doesn't need to change his habits

D. He eats too many beef burgers.
4. What does the manager think of the report?

A. People don't understand the advice given

B. People think they will soon be given different advice.

C. People don't bother to read these reports

D. People are more concerned about losing weight.

5. Which of the following is part of the government report?

A. The population of this country should eat less

B. Bad health in this country is caused by people eating the wrong kinds of food.

C. People should take the time to prepare their own food at home instead of eating in restaurants

D. Working people should make sure they have a good hot meal in the middle of the day.
